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SUBJ: TRIAL OF BREYTON BREYTENBACK 

REE: PRETORIA 3495 AND PREVIOUS 

1. IN A TWO-HOUR JUDGEMENT YESTERDAY, JULY 15, JUSTICE BOSHOFF 
DISMISSED 

THE CHARGES AGAINST AERIKANER POET BREYTN BREYTENBACH UNDER THE TE- 
RRORIZM AND RIOTOUS ASSEMBLIES ACTS, FOUND HIM GUILTY ON FIFTEEN 
COUNTS UNDER THE PRISONS ACT, AND FINED HIM R50. BREYTENBACH WAS IMME 

DIATELY RETURNED TO PRISON TO RESUME THE NINEYEAR TERM TO WHICH 
HE WAS SENTENCED UNDER THE TERRORISM ACT IN NOVEMBER 1975. THE STATE 
HAS INDICATED IT WILL NOT APPEAL THE VERDICT. THE PRESS JULY 16 
REPORTS 

BREYTENBACH WILL NOW BE TAKEN OUT OF SOLITARY CONFINEMENT, THOUGH THE 
PLACE OF HIS IMPRISONMENT WILL NOT BE REVEALED. 

2. DEFENSE COUNSEL HAD ACKNOWLEDGED IN HIS SUMMATION EARLIER IN THE 
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DAY 

THAT BREYTENBACH HAD VIOLATED THE PRISONS ACT BY SMUGGLING LETTERS 
AND 

OTHER DOCUMENTS OUT OF PRISON, BUT BOSHOFF FOUND THAT THE PROSECUTION 
HAD NOT PROVEN THE CHARGES UNDER THE TERRORISM AND RIOTOUS ASSEMBLIES 
ACTS, BREYTENBACH HAD NOT BEEN SHOWN TO HAVE ENDANGERED THE SECURITY 
OF 
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THE STATE; THE EXISTENCE IN SOUTH AERICA OF AN ORGANIZATION KNOWN AS 
OKHELA, WITH WHICH THE ACCUSED WAS SUPPOSEDLY ASSOCIATED AND WHICH 
HAD 

AS ITS OBJECTIVE THE VIOLENT OVERTHROW OF THE GOVERNMENT, HAS NOT 
BEEN DEMONSTRATED; NOR HAD IT BEEN PROVEN BREYTENBACH SERIOUSLY CON- 
TEMPLATED ESCAPE FROM PRISON. THE JUDGE FOUND THAT BREYTENBACH." A 
MAN 

INTENSELY DEPRIVED IN A SITUATION OF ISOLATION", HAD KEPT UP HIS CON- 
TACT WITH THE CHIEF STATE WITNESS, WARDER GROENEWALD,AS HIS ONLY 
CONTACT 

WITH THE OUTSIDE WORLD. THE TESTIMONY OF GROENEWALD, BOSHOFF EX- 
PLAINED AT SOME LENGTH, WAS OPEN TO CONSIDERABLE DOUBT. HE ALSO RE- 
VIEWED (Q) BREYTENBACH'S POLITICIZATION IN THE EARLY I960'S, 

BEGINNING WITH THE REFUSAL OF A SOUTH AFRICAN VISA TO THE ACCUSED'S 
VIETNAMESE WIFE;(2) THE STRONG MOTIVATION FOR A WRITER, POET AND 
ARTIST 

TO SMUGGLE LETTERS OUT OF PRISON WHEN THE LAW PERMITTED HIM ONLY ONE 
500- WORD LETTER PER MONTH; AND (3) THE CRUSHING EFFECT OF THE 1975 
NINE- YEAR SENTENCE WHEN THE POET HAD EVERY REASON TO EXPECT THAT 
HIS COOPERATION WITH THE POLICE AT THE TIME WOULD ASSURE HIM OF THE 
MINIMUM SENTENCE OF FIVE YEARS. BOWDLER 
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